
Latino/a Culture
Course Information          
CLAS 4935/CLAS 5938
Topics in CLAS
Wilson 252
9-11:50 am, MW
3 credit hours

Instructor                           
Renae L. Mitchell
Wilson 153
Office Hours: 1-2 M-Th
Office:  242.1037
renaelmitchell@ 
gmail.com

Requirements Met            
Graduate credit for CLAS
Undergraduate credit for 
Humanities, CLAS minor

Required Texts                   
Gutiérrez, D.G. The Co-
lumbia History of Latinos 
in the United States since 
1960.  2004.

Kanellos, N., et al. Her-
encia: The Anthology of 
Hispanic Literature of the 
United States. 2002.

Williams, William Carlos. 
In the American Grain.  
1956.

Other readings found on 
eLearning  course site.

Course DesCription                                                                   

This course will study the development of Latino/a culture in 
the United States.  The course will focus on three major Latino 
communities: Chicanos or Mexican Americans, Neoricans or 
Puerto Ricans, and Cuban Americans, as well as literary and 
cultural conversations that take place across borders.  The 
objective of this course is to utilized various cultural media and 
means of expression – music, art, language and, particularly, 
literature – to deconstruct the many issues that affect these 
groups in order to understand their contributions to American 
culture and society.

In order to make students cognizant of the impact of the Latino/a 
culture in the United States, we will study texts that function 
representatitvely to better understand significant social, political, 
and educational issues that are critical within any society and 
specifically, in our case, within Latino communities.  

Course Goals                                                                          

Develop an idea into a research project by focusing on the 
mechanics of research design.

Understand the history of Latinos in relation to the development 
of the United States as a nation and the role this plays on the 
continuing racialization of this population.

Recognize the importance that differences in national origin, 
mode of immigration, citizenship, skin color, gender and sexuality 
have in shaping experiences and tension with the Latino 
population.

Explore the contributions Latinos have made to American artistic 
and cultural production.

Understand how Latin American immigration has affected the 
United States socially, economically, culturally and politically.



Course struCture                                                                   

Undergraduate Students: 
1. Students are expected to complete all assigned readings by 
the day they are assigned. Attendance and class participation will 
constitute 10% of the final grade. Students can be absent once 
during the semester. 5% of the attendance and participation 
component will be deducted for any further absence.

2. There will be three take-home exams during the semester. These 
will constitute 90% of the final grade (30% each). All exams will 
consist of two essay type questions. Students will select one and 
write a four or five-page essay on the topic. 

Graduate Students: 
1. Students are expected to complete all assigned readings for 
the day they are assigned. Attendance and class participation will 
constitute 10% of the final grade. Students can be absent once 
during the semester. 5% of the attendance and participation 
component will be deducted for any further absence.

2. All graduate students will give an oral presentation (30 minutes 
long) in class. This will constitute 30% of the final grade. The 
presentation will be based on the discussion of an article or a 
chapter of a book on the subject discussed in class the day of the 
presentation. The presentation should consist of a critical reading of 
the selected article. Students will notify the professor by the second 
class meeting of their choices of date/topic for the presentation. 
(Please come with more than one possible date/topic since another 
student might be assigned your first choice.) The presenter should 
engage all students in a discussion of the text and should also 
provide them with any background information (theoretical ideas 
used in the text, historical perspective, etc) that will help with 
general comprehension of the article. This text will become part 
of the assigned readings for the class, so it is necessary that the 
student who is presenting provides the professor with a scanned 
copy or photocopy of the text at least one week before the 
presentation in order to distribute it to the entire class. Time limits for 
the presentation will be strictly observed. Students should include 
a bibliography of the texts used for their presentation. In addition, 
students should provide the professor with an annotated version of 
this bibliography.

3. Graduate students must submit a 12 to 15-page research paper 
on a specific theme on Latino/a culture as the main requirement for 
the course. This assignment will count as 60% of the final grade.  
By April 10th students must submit the topic of the final paper and 

Doris Sommer

“[T]he awe-inspiring 
land [was] so immense 
and empty that it was 

uncontrollable. The 
indistinct horizon on 

an endless pampa may 
inspire the American 

sublime and may be a 
source of national pride” 

(60-1).

Foundational Fictions (1993)



a preliminary bibliography for approval. The final paper is due (in 
my mailbox in the Center for Latin American Studies) by 3 PM on 
May 1st.  If students choose to submit the final paper by email, let 
the professor know one week before this deadline, and submit it by 
noon on May 1st.

GraDes                                                                                     

The final grading scale is as follows:

A = 93-100
A- = 90-92
B+ = 87-89
B = 83-86
B- = 80-82
C+ = 77-79

C(S) = 73-76
C-(U) = 70-72
D+ = 67-69
D = 63-66
D- = 60-62-60
F = 0-59

NOTE: A grade of C- will not be a qualifying grade for major, minor, 
Gen Ed, or Basic Distribution Credit courses. For further information 
regarding passing grades and grade point equivalents, please refer 
to the Undergraduate Bulletin at (http://bulletins.psu.edu/bulletins/
bluebook/).

Make up-work:
The dates for oral reports and exams are included in the course 
syllabus. All work is due on the assigned date. There will be no 
make-up exams or changes in the dates for the oral reports. 
Students who fail to present their work on the due date will receive 
a failing grade.

Disabilities                                                                                

In order to better help any student with learning or physical 
disabilities, he/she should contact the University Disability 
Service Office so the professor will be officially notified of any 
arrangements needed to be made in this class.

aCaDemiC inteGrity                                                                     

    Penn State defines academic integrity as the pursuit of scholarly 
activity in an open, honest and responsible manner. All students 
should act with personal integrity, respect other students’ dignity, 
rights and property, and help create and maintain an environment 
in which all can succeed through the fruits of their efforts (Faculty 
Senate Policy 49-20).

    Dishonesty of any kind will not be tolerated in this course. 

William Carlos Williams

“Our household always, 
as I remember, included 
guests, guests who stayed 
sometimes for weeks 
and months ... Our guests 
were either Grandma’s 
English friends or Mother’s 
friends and relatives 
from the West Indies.  
Spanish and French were 
the languages I heard 
habitually while I was 
growing up.  Mother could 
talk very little English when 
I was born, and Pop spoke 
Spanish better, in fact, than 
most Spaniards” (14-5).

 The Autobiography of 
William Carlos Williams 
(1951), Ch. 4: “Pop and 
Mother”



Dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, cheating, plagiarizing, 
fabricating information or citations, facilitating acts of academic 
dishonesty by others, having unauthorized possession of 
examinations, submitting work of another person or work 
previously used without informing the instructor, or tampering 
with the academic work of other students. Students who are 
found to be dishonest will receive academic sanctions and will be 
reported to the University’s Judicial Affairs office for possible further 
disciplinary sanction.  For more information see http://tlt.its.psu.edu/
plagiarism/.

poliCy on Disabilities                                                             

University Policy on Disabilities: The Pennsylvania State University 
encourages qualified persons with disabilities to participate in 
its programs and activities and is committed to the policy that 
all people shall have equal access to programs, facilities, and 
admissions without regard to personal characteristics not related to 
ability, performance, or qualifications as determined by University 
policy or by state or federal authorities. If you have a disability-
related need for reasonable academic adjustments in this course, 
contact the Office for Disability Services (ODS) at 814-863-1807 (V/
TTY). For further information regarding ODS, please visit the Office 
for Disability Services Web site at http://equity.psu.edu/ods/. In order 
to receive consideration for course accommodations, you must 
contact ODS and provide documentation (see the documentation 
guidelines at http://equity.psu.edu/ods/guidelines/documentation-
guidelines). If the documentation supports the need for academic 
adjustments, ODS will provide a letter identifying appropriate 
academic adjustments. Please share this letter and discuss the 
adjustments with your instructor as early in the course as possible. 
You must contact ODS and request academic adjustment letters at 
the beginning of each semester.

nota bene                                                                   

Please make sure that you cell-phones are off during the class 
period. Also, please, remember that by university rules no food or 
drinks are permitted in the classroom.

Gloria Anzaldúa

“Living in a state of 
psychic unrest, in a 

Borderland, is what makes 
poets write and artists 

create.  It is like a cactus 
needle embedded in the 

flesh.  It worries itself 
deeper and deeper, and 
I keep aggravating it by 

poking at it” (95).

Borderlands / La frontera 
(1987)



preliminary sCheDule of Readings                                                             
Reading assignments should be completed before class on the date listed. I n 
addition to the book(s) containing the works assigned, also follow carefully the 
Latino Studies journal, which we will refer to periodically in class in order to keep 
abreast of relevant issues in this field.

M, Jan 5 Introduction to course; read three accounts:
“What it means to be Latino”  
http://www.pbs.org/americanfamily/latino.html

Limns and Labels 
W, Jan 7 Flores, Juan:  “The Latino Imaginary: Meanings of 

Community and Identity” (Studies Reader, 606-
622).
Arias, Arturo: “Central American — Americans? 
Latino and Latin American Subjectivities” (Taking, 
184-200, ONLINE).
Marín, Pachín: “New York from Within” (Latino 
Reader, 108-111).
*Graduate students:  Assignment of dates for oral 
presentations

Week 2:  Colonial Spanish America
M, Jan 12 Williams, William Carlos:  “The Discovery of the 

Indies” (Grain, (7-26).
Galenano, Eduardo: “Lust for Gold, Lust for Silver” 
(Veins, 11-58).
Lifshey, Adam: “Columbus the Haunted: The Diary 
of the First Voyage and William Carlos Williams’s 
‘The Discovery of the Indies’” (Specters, 1-10).

W, Jan 14 Part One: “The Literature of Exploration and 
Colonization” (Herencia, 33-64).
Walter Mignolo: “The Movable Center” (Studies 
Reader, 262-90).

Week 3:  José Martí and the Nineteenth Century
M, Jan 20 MLK Day (No Classes)

Arturo Arias

“Cultural memory is 
linked to restitutional 
justice and goes beyond 
a more conventional 
understanding of historical 
memory to include not 
only a sense of preserving 
historical memory of 
‘originary terror’ but also a 
demand for economic or 
judicial reparations” (7).

Introduction: Memory and 
Popular Culture (2009)



W, Jan 22 Martí, José: “Our America” (Online)
Martí, José: “A Vindication of Cuba” and “Simple 
Verses” (Latino Reader, 98-107).
Lomas, Laura: “Martí’s Border Writing” (Translating 
Empire, 216-277).
Optional: Ruiz , Vicki L.: “Nuestra América: Latino 
History as United States History” (Online)
 

Week 4:  Chicanos and Border Mexicans
M, Jan 27 Paz, Octavio: “Mexican Masks” (Solitude, 29-46).

Chapter One: “Toward a Mestizo Culture” (67-91).
Villarreal, José Antonio: “Pocho” (Latino Reader, 
236-247).
Martín-Rodríguez, Manuel M. : “Recovering 
Chicano/a Literary Histories: Historiography 
Beyond Borders” (Online).
 

W, Jan 29 Gutiérrez, David G.: “Globalization, Labor 
Migration, and the Demographic Revolution” 
(Columbia History, 43-86).
Chapter Two: “Memories of Things Past” 
(Herencia, 92-105).
Niggli, Josephina: “Mexican Village” (Latino Reader, 
173-200). 
Optional: Anzaldúa, Gloria: “Borderlands/La 
frontera” (Latino Reader, 444-456).

Week 5:  Neo and Nuyoricanos
M, Feb 3 Chapter Seven: “Contemporary Reflections on 

Identity”
Jiménez-Muñoz, Gladys M.: “Social Polarization 
and Colonized Labor” (Columbia History, 87-145).

W, Feb 5 Spitta, S: “The Americas, Otherwise” (Online)
Sánchez, Luis Rafael: “The Flying Bus / La guagua 
aérea” (Herencia, 631-8).
Gabriel Ignacio Barreneche: “A New Destination 
for ‘The FlyingBus’” (Online).

Week 6:  Cubans
M, Feb 10 Cristina García, María: “Exiles, Immigrants, and 

Transnationals” (Columbia History, 146-86).

José Martí

“ Insistir en las divisiones 
de raza, en las diferencias 

de raza, de un pueblo 
naturalmente dividido, es 

dificultar la ventura pública 
y la individual, que están 

en el mayor acercamiento 
de los factores que han de 

vivir en común.

To insist on racial divisions, 
on racial differences, in an 

already divided people, 
is to place obstacles in 
the way of public and 

individual happiness, which 
can only be obtained by 
bringing people together 

as a nation.”

Mi raza (1893)



Central Americans
W, Feb 12 Stoltz-Chinchilla, Norma: “Central American 

Immigrants” (Columbia History, 187-228).
Cardenal, Ernesto, The Origin of Species and 
Other Poems.
Arias, Arturo:  “Central American Literature” 
(Online).

Week 7:  Latinos at Work
M, Feb 17 President’s Day (No Class)
W, Feb 19 De Acosta, Mercedes: “Day Laborer; Strange 

City” (Herencia, 319).
Chapter Six: “Militant Aesthetics” (Herencia, 195-
230).
Chávez, César: “California Farm Workers’ Strug-
gle” (Online).
Optional: Stavans, Ilan: “Reading Chávez” (Online).

Week 8:  Lingual Latinos
M, Feb 24 Sommer, Doris: “Choose and Lose” (Online).

Anaya, Rudolfo: “Bless me, Ultima” (Latino Reader, 
295-307).
Film: “Bless me, Ultima” (2013).  This film is to be 
viewed outside of class.

W, Feb 26 Lomas, Laura: “Latino American Postcolonial 
Theory from a Space In-Between” (Translating 
Empire, 41-82).
Chapter Four “Defending Cultural and Civil Rights“ 
(Herencia, 130-75).

Week 9:  The Political Realm
M, Mar 3 Smith, Peter H.: “Chapter Four: Global Contexts, 

International Forces” (Democracy, 107-136).
Chapter Thirteen: “Editorial Discontent” (Herencia, 
444-57).

W, Mar 5 Johnson, Kevin R.: “The Continuing Latino Quest” 
(Columbia History, 391-420).
Van Deelden, Maartin: “Politics and Literature” 
(Gunshots, 1-12).
Partnoy, Alicia: La escuelita / The Little School.

Mercedes de Acosta

“I realize more and more 
the impossibility of writing 
about myself, for indeed I 
am not writing about one 
life and one person but 
of many lives and many 
people rolled into one.  I, 
like everyone else, am 
composed of hundreds of 
lives.” (210).

Here Lies the Heart (1973)



Week 10:  Immigration, Migrants, and the Metropole
M, Mar 10 Chapter Eleven, “Negotiating New Realities” 

(Herencia, 360-424).
Chanady, Amaryll: “The Trans-AmericanOutcast 
And Figurations Of Displacement” (Online).

W, Mar 12 Chapter Ten, “Encounters with the Modern City” 
(Herencia, 337-359).
Davis, Mike:  “Foreword” and “Chapter Five: The 
Latino Metropolis” (Magical Urbanism, 49-60).

Spring Break
M, Mar 17 No Class
W, Mar 19 No Class

Week 11:  Displacement and Exile
M, Mar 24 Midterm

Chapter Nineteen: “Contemporary Exiles” 
(Herencia, 599-622).
“Chapter Seven: From Duarte to the George 
Washington Bridge” (Harvest of empire).

Gender
W, Mar 26 Hondagneu-Sotelo, Pierrette: “Gender and the 

Latino Experience” (Columbia History, 281-302).
Franco, Jean:  “Plotting Women” (LACS Reader, 
183-202).
Chapter Twelve (Herencia, 424-433).

Week 12:  Sex, Class, and Crossroads
M, Mar 31 Film: “Cinderellas, Wolves, and a Prince Charming” 

(2008. Brazil. Joel Zito Araújo. 106 min., view 
before class).
Babb, Florence: “Introduction” and “Chapter Five: 
Sex and Sentiment” (Tourism Encounter).
Doezema, Jo “Ouch!: Western Feminists’ ‘Wound-
ed Attachment’ to the ‘Third World Prostitute’” 
(Online).

Religion

Cesar Chávez

“Once social change 
begins, it cannot be 

reversed. You cannot 
uneducate the person 

who has learned to read. 
You cannot humiliate the 

person who feels pride. 
You cannot oppress the 

people who are not afraid 
anymore. We have seen 

the future, and the future 
is ours.”



W, Apr 7 Stevens-Arroyo, Anthony M.: “From Barrios to 
Barricades” (Columbia History, 303-54).
Steigenga, Timothy et al: “Understanding 
Conversion in the Americas” (Conversion of a 
Continent, 3-30).
NPR Report:  <http://www.npr.
org/2013/04/25/177315132/controversy-brews-
over-churchs-hallucinogenic-tea-ritual>

Week 13:  Music, Visual Art, and Popular Exchange
M, Apr 14 Piedra, José:  “Through Blues” (Common 

Literature, 107-29).
Quintero Rivera , Ángel G.: “Migration, Ethnicity, 
and Interactions Between the United States and 
Hispanic Caribbean” (Online).

W, Apr 16 Aparicio, Frances R.: “US Latino Expressive 
Cultures” (Columbia History, 355-90).
Sullivan , Edward J. : “Introduction to Latin 
American art in the Twentieth Century” (Online).
Siqueiros, David Alfaro: “Art and corruption” 
(Mexico Reader).

Week 14:  Luso-Americans and the South
M, Apr 21 Espitia, Marilyn: “The Other ‘Hispanics’” (Columbia 

History, 257-80).
“Chapter 1.6: Does Brazil Belong to Latin 
America?”  (Resisting Categories, 301-37).

Categories and Hyphens
W, Apr 23 “Introduction: Resisting Categories” (Resisting 

Categories, 40-50).
“Chapter One: Latino/a Identities” (Latinos in 
America, 1-48).

Week 15:  Reflections on Traditions
M, Apr 28 “Chapter Five: Preserving Cultural Traditions” 

(Herencia, 176-194).
“Chapter Three: Latino/a Philosophy” (Latinos in 
America, 127-184).

Alicia Partnoy

“The woman dives into 
her memory, searching 
for the English she studied 
for almost ten years.  
She refuses to pick up a 
dictionary, a sign of her 
deep conflict with the 
language of the land she 
did not choose as home” 
(15).

Revenge of the Apple / 
Venganza de la manzana 
(1992)



W, Apr 30 Damon , Maria: “Avant-Garde or Borderguard: 
(Latino) Identity in Poetry” (Online).
“Chapter Nine: New Directions in Poetry” 
(Herencia, 319-334).

Week 16:  Identity and History
M, May 5 Ruiz , Vicki L. : “Nuestra América: Latino History as 

United States History” (Online).
Tilley, Virginia Q.: “Mestizaje and the “Ethniciza-
tion” of Race in Latin America” (Race and Nation, 
53-68).
 

W, May 7 Last Day of Class
In-class presentations

Exam Week
M, May 12 Final Exam / Due Date for Final Papers

Jean Franco

“In attempting to write 
a history of literature 

in the sixties, one was 
immediately faced with 
such epochal changes 

and disruptions, with the 
fi ssures in ‘our America’ 
that, though supposedly 

united by a common 
language and by a shared 
colonial history, achieved 
this commonality thanks 

to the suppression or 
elision of many indigenous 

languages,  and the ‘ 
forgetting’ of the Afro-
American population”

Lecture given at London, 
19 May 2006


